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How Long

Should They Last?

All the components

of your home—top

to bottom, roof to
furnace—have a life span,
and it’s good to know
approximately how many
years of service you can
expect from them. This
information can help you
when buying or selling

a home, budgeting for
improvements, and
deciding between
repairing and replacing

when problems arise.

In 2007, the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) issued a “Study of Life
Expectancy of Home Components.” The report stresses that several factors influence
life expectancies, including quality of installation, the level of maintenance, weather
and climate conditions, and the intensity of use.

The NAHB study confirms that—as you may have suspected—the average life
expectancy of some home components has decreased over the past few decades.
(This explains why you're on your third washing machine while Grandma still has the
same indestructible model you remember from childhood.) But there's good news,
too: The life spans of some items have actually increased in recent years.

So here’s a look at the average life spans of some common home components. These
estimates incorporate information from the NAHB's report (which is itself based on

information from a variety of industry sources), plus other home improvement experts.

Appliances. Of all home components, appliances have the widest variation in life
spans. These are averages for all brands and models, and may represent the point at
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This issue of Welcome Home explores how
long you can expect some of the essential
components in your home to last. You will
also find tips on extending the life of your
home’s more expensive items, and
information to help you decide whether
extended warranties are worth the cost.
There are 5o many important things for
homeowners to know! As always, if you have
any plans to buy or sell - or would simply like
a current market evaluation of your home -
please contact me,
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which replacing is more cost-effective
than repairing. Among major appliances,
gas ranges have the longest life
expectancy, at about 15 years. Electric
ranges, standard-size refrigerators and
clothes dryers last about 13 years; garbage
disposals grind away for about 12; and
washing machines and water heaters
should last about 10 years. Dishwashers,
microwave ovens and mini-refrigerators
will all last about nine years. For furnaces,
expect a life span of about 15 years for
electric, 18 for gas, and 20 for oil-burning
models. Central air-conditioning systems
generally beat the heat for 10 to 15 years.

Kitchen and Bath Components.
Countertops of wood, tile and natural
stone will last a lifetime, while cultured
marble will last about 20 years. The life
span of laminate countertops depends
greatly on use and can be 20 years or
longer. Kitchen faucets generally

last about 15 years. Have we covered
everything but the kitchen sink? Here you
go: An enamel-coated steel sink will last
five to 10 years; stainless will last at least
30 years; and slate, granite, soapstone
and copper should endure 100 years or
longer. Toilets can serve at least 50 years
(parts such as the flush assembly and seat
will likely need replacing), and bathroom
faucets tend to last about 20 years.

Flooring. Natural flooring materials
provide longevity as well as beauty: Wood,
marble, slate and granite should all last 100
years or longer, and tile 75 to 100 years.

Laminate products will survive 15

to 25 years, linoleum about 25 years,
and vinyl should endure for about

50 years. Carpet will last eight to 10
years on average, but the life span
varies dramatically depending on use
and maintenance.







